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FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: HUTCHISON CASE: MEETING WITH MSGR. POLANCO 

1. AT 8:30 THIS MORNING I MET WITH MSGR. POLANCO. SINCE HE 

IS AND WILL REMAIN AN IMPORTANT AND INFLUENTIAL ELEMENT OF 
DOMINICAN SOCIETY, I TOOK PAINS TO REASSURE HIM THAT I RE- 
GRETTED HIS BRUSK REMOVAL FROM THE PICTURE AND THAT WE HAD HAD 
NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS DEVELOPMENT. I REVIEWED WITH HIM HIS 
PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF MENDEZ VARGAS AND THE CONVERSATIONS HE 
HAD HELD WITH HIM SINCE THE KIDNAPPING, IN ORDER TO GLEAN ANY 
NEW INSIGHTS AND TO ASCERTAIN THAT OUR INFORMATION WAS COMPLETE. 
ESSENTIALLY NOTHING NEW EMERGED. 

2. I ASKED MSGR. POLANCO HOW HE THOUGHT THIS PROBLEM MIGHT 
EVENTUALLY BE SOLVED. HE REPLIED THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION 
THAT THE TERRORISTS SURRENDER TO THE DOMINICAN AUTHORITIES UNDER 
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Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



THEY WOULD NOT BE MALTREATED, IN TURN GUARANTEED BY THE REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF THE THREE NATIONS WHOSE NATIONALS WERE INVOLVED, 
WOULD NEVER BE ACCEPTED BY THE CAPTORS. HE SAID THAT THE 
TERRORISTS WERE THOROUGHLY DISTRUSTFUL OF GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES. 
HE THOUGHT IT IMPORTANT THAT THE GODR BE PERSUADED TO RELAX ITS 
POSITION TO THE POINT THEY WOULD GUARANTEE THE SAFE CONDUCT OF 
THE TERRORISTS OUT OF THE COUNTRY. I REPLIED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
POSITION AS GIVEN TO HIM EARLIER SEEMED PRETTY FIRM. SPEAKING 
THEORETICALLY, I SAID, ASSUMING THE GODR AT SOME POINT FOUND IT 
NECESSARY TO MOVE TO THE POSITION HE SUGGESTED, I INQUIERED 
WHETHER HE THOUGHT MENDEZ VARGAS AND HIS COMRADES WOULD ACCEPT 
SUCH AN OFFER. POLANCO REFLECTED AND THEN SAID IN HIS OPINION 
HE THOUGHT THEY WOULD, EVENTUALLY. HE STRESSED THAT IT WAS A 
PERSONAL JUDGMENT. 

3. IN THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION ABOUT THE DESIRABILITY OF 
KEEPING THE TERRORISTS IN CONTACT WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD AND THE 
NEED TO PROVIDE BATTERIES FOR THEIR RADIO, I HAPPENED TO MENTION 
THAT WE DID NOT KNOW WHAT TYPE BATTERIES WERE NEEDED. POLANCO 
THEN RECALLED THAT IN A LETTER FROM MISS ARES, A HOSTAGE, TO HER 
FATHER, SHE HAD MENTIONED THAT THE RADIO WAS GIVING OUT AND HAD 
DESCRIBED THE TYPE OF BATTERY REQUIRED. AS A RESULT OF THIS 
INFORMATION, MY VENEZUELAN COLLEAGUE OBTAINED THE DATA FROM 
MR. ARES AND PURCHASED THE BATTERIES WHICH ACCOMPANIED THE FOOD 
AND WATER DELIVERED THIS AFTERNOON. 

HURWITCH 
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